
PRESS RELEASE 09.20 AM 2th of February: Anti-nuclear lock-on action closes HMNB Clyde 

South Gate: five arrests, police blocking legal observers and photographers 

 

Starting at 06.30 AM today 5 anti-nuclear activists blocked the morning traffic at the south gate of 

HMNB Clyde in Faslane. The activists locked-on to one another using arm tubes and formed a 

blockade on the road leading to the gates. The MoD police cutting team arrived at the scene at 07:00 

AM, while MoD officers blocked legal observers’ access from the activists. The morning traffic was 

directed to the North Gate of the naval base. At 07.30 AM, at the time of the first arrest, the tailback of 

the traffic stretched from the North Gate beyond Shandon, a distance of over two miles. 

 

By 09.20 AM all 5 anti-nuclear activists were arrested and transported from the scene. The South 

Gate, one of two main staff entrances to the base, was closed for approximately two and a half hours. 

The action was conducted by activists from the nearby Faslane Peace Camp. 

 

“The struggle against nuclear weapons has been going on for decades, both in UK and 

internationally. Due to arms-control treaties and the end of the Cold War, the U.S. alone has reduced 

its stockpile of nuclear weapons from 31,000 to about 4,800 during the last few decades. Judging by 

tones of political leaders, Downing Street staff included, it instead seems we are facing the danger of 

heading towards a new arms race. We all should be working for a nuclear-free world instead of 

developing new nuclear technology. Renewing Trident would be a step in the very wrong direction”, 

says activist Molly Garfield, participating the action. 

 

The action is a second protest to take place within a short time. Both sparked by the revelation of the 

Royal Navy misfiring of a Trident II D5 ballistic missile from the HMS Vengeance last June and 

questions surrounding the cover-up of the test results. Prime Minister Theresa May has repeatedly 

dodged the questions concerning her actions around the Trident issue. Instead, Mrs. May has stated 

“I think we should defend our country, I think we should play our role in NATO with an independent 

nuclear deterrent”, when pressed on her knowledge of the failed test. 

 

“It is baffling how the Conservatives are not being held to account over their blatant disregard for 

transparency and public interest. While there’s a conceivable argument surrounding national security, 

the fact that this information was held from elected representatives immediately prior to a crucial vote 

can’t be tolerated and certainly shouldn’t be ignored”, Roxy Newton, another activist, stated. 

 

With their action, the activists also expressed their solidarity to the five anti-Trident protesters who 

barred the entrance to Burghfield Atomic Weapons Establishment in Berkshire on June 2016. The 

activists from the Christian group Put Down the Sword/Trident Ploughshares were found guilty of 

wilful obstruction and were sentenced to a conditional discharge of six months. Trident mounted 

nuclear warheads are assembled in Burghfield. 

 

“This is one struggle. On times when individuals taking their stand and expressing their political 

opinions can face getting ridiculed or patronised or told repeatedly how protests of any nature are 

futile, it is vitally important to refuse to go passive”, Newton emphasises. 

 

The Faslane Peace Camp is a permanent protest camp dedicated to campaigning and protesting 

against nuclear weapons since 1982. The camp, located next to the HMNB Clyde, is celebrating its 

35th Anniversary this year. 

 

For interviews and more photos contact: 

faslanepeacecamp@protonmail.com 

07376 188216 
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